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The Pride of Vocation in “Digging”
The term “Digging” is used to show his aim as a writer. It is used to show his connection with his grandfather and father opposing his career and theirs. He shows how hardworking they are as ranchers different from him as a writer. “Digging” shows key themes in the poem concerning memories, custom and, recognition of his calling (Shortell 2004). It portrays how he struggles to identify his personality as a writer reflecting on his family traditions. At the beginning of the poem he relates his pen to a firearm. He can hear his father’s spaded and compares it to his still pen.
The physical work is done by his father for twenty years “stooping in rhythm through potato drill.” He knows that farming has some fulfilment which he is yet to discover in his calling.  He narrates the physical toil different from mental toil. He respects his father’s skills the way he “scatters new potatoes.” In his admiration of his father’s ability to “handle a spade” (Lennon 2003). He respects his grandfather’s ability to toil on his ranch as he worked more than any other old man on the farm.
In his poem, he truthfully shows how his family worked on their farms as writes it as it is with no secrets. He appreciates his traditions as they are however is determined to follow his vocation of writing. His choosing a different vocation is clearly shown out of respect for his traditions and that he feels he has more choices compared to his family. He positively concludes in his poem that his father chose his spade to dig and that he would choose his “squat pen as his spade” he decides to “dig with it.”
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